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To His Honor the Mayor, and to the Gentlemen of the 
Board of Aldermen and of the Common Council of the 
City of New Bedford: 


The Trustees of the New Beprorp Free Pupiic LIprary 
respectfully beg leave to lay before you their NinnTEENTH 
ANNUAL REPORT. 

It is gratifying to have it in our power to inform you, that 
the statistics for the year 1870 exhibit a more extensive use 
of the Library than in any year which has preceded it. 

There have been taken from the Library during the year, 
thirty-nine thousand, four hundred and twenty-eight volumes. 

The daily average of deliveries has been one hundred 
and twenty-eight. 

The increase of cards has been five hundred and nine- 
teen. 

The whole number of cards issued is ten thousand, one 
hundred and twenty-seven. 

These statements show an increase of three Hisiaand. 
seven hundred and twenty-six volumes taken, and an increase 
of the daily average of twelve over the year 1869. 

The number of readers at the Library is evidently on the 
increase. It has given us much pleasure, in our former 
Reports, to allude to this interesting feature in the operations 
of our Library. Should the number of visitors of this class 
continue to increase, it will soon become necessary to add to 
the space now devoted to our readers. 


8 ) CITY DOCUMENT No. 7. February, 


ACCESSIONS DURING THE YEAR. 


There has been added to the Library during the past year 
more than one thousand volumes. The whole number is now 
about twenty-three thousand. 

We have also largely increased the number of our pam- 
phlets, and at this time the number cannot be short of 
seven thousand. 

The books purchased during the year, a large proportion 
of which are English works, not re-published in this country, 
have been of the highest rank in the literature of our lan- 
guage. 

It is gratifying to be able to state, that we are every year 
filling up the blanks in our Catalogue with the standard pub- 
lications in our own language; and we are warranted in the 
expectation and belief, that before many years shall elapse, 
there will be found on the shelves of the New Bedford Free 
Public Library, a collection of books in the English tongue, 
which shall be exceeded in value and extent by few libra- 
ries of our country. 

Visitors to our institution, whose familiarity with the 
literature of our language gives them the ability to judge, 
have often expressed the opinion that our collection, for its 
extent, embraced as large a proportion of truly valuable 
books as any Library in the country. It will, we most con- 
fidently believe, be the aim of those to. whom the management 
of the Library shall be entrusted for the future, as it has 
been of those who have directed its operations for the past 
eighteen years of its existence, to give it a character and 
reputation which shall reflect credit upon our city while it 
diffuses light and knowledge among our people. It has 
already attained a position highly gratifying to every citizen 
of New Bedford, as well as to all who have been in any way 
connected with its management; and the prospect for the 
coming years is full of a most encouraging assurance, that 
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the same care and devotion on the part of its managers, 
and the same liberal support from the people and the 
people’s representatives, will place it in the foremost rank 
among the depositories of learning in our country. With an 
increase of its means, will be demanded a corresponding 
increase of the diligence, skill and devotedness demanded 
for its management ; and these secured, its progress must be 
steadily onward to a higher and still higher position of use- 
fulness and reputation. 


DONATIONS. 


In every Report, that has been sent you from this Board, 
there has been pleasure and gratitude expressed when men- 
tion has been made of the donations for the year. The 
present year will form no exception. It is our pleasant duty 
to lay before you a record of donations which, in point of 
numbers and value will compare most favorably with any 
one which has preceded it. More than one hundred individ- 
uals have remembered us, and have enriched our institution 
with six hundred and ninety-two volumes of books, seven 
hundred and fifteen pamphlets, nine volumes of newspapers, 
and many valuable maps and charts. In this view of our 
relation to the public, we may truly say, that we have 
retained all our former benefactors and largely increased the 
number. This is encouraging to all who have the manage- 
ment of the institution, and full of promise for its future 
enlargement. We have so often given expression to the satis- 
faction derived by the managing board from this source, that 
we shall not be held as wanting in the sentiment, or too briet 
in giving it expression, if we do not refer more particularly 
to the list of donors, which it gives us so much pleasure to 
present to you. To every individual named on that list we 
feel grateful; and in your names, and in the names of ‘the 
people of New Bedford, we thus publicly thank them for 
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the donations they have made, and for the evidence these 
donations have offered of an interest in the property of the 
Free Public Library. | 

From Congress, and from the Smithsonian Institution, 
we continue to receive, under the operation of law, and the 
favor of the Hon. James Buflinton, the valuable publications 
which are issued under the general government. And in 
this connection we may be allowed to state, that Mr. Buffin- 
ton has not only continued to us the privilege of receiving 
the public documents as the custodians of the District, but 
has favored us by the donation, personally, of many valuable 
works. As we allude to the favor, direct and indirect, 
which we have received through the instrumentality of him 
who now so ably represents this District in the National 
Council, there open upon us deep and precious memories of 
the past, when one departed fellow-citizen, distinguished and 
beloved, THomas Dawes Entor, occupied so long and so 
worthily that honorable position. During the whole period 
of his public life, and for the whole time embraced between 
the opening of this institution and his death, he was its un- 
wearied and munificent benefactor. Our records and our 
reports abound with the evidence of the interest which he 
felt in the Library, and of the valuable donations Oy which 
that interest was manifested. 

And now the list which we’ annually publish bears his 
name for the last time. The name is there, and there is 
another beside it; the one bearing testimony to his continued 
interest in the institution which he had always cherished ; 
the other, that the feeling of regard has even survived his 
departure and has found expression through her whom his 
death has made desolate. ! 

This is not the place for this good man’s eulogy. Even — 
were it so, the work has already been done, the high and 
melancholy duty has already been performed. We shall 
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transfer to our pages the record,* which gave to us at the 
period of his death, the expressions of high and honorable 
appreciation in which he was held by his associates of the 
bar and in public life, and by all his fellow-citizens, and 
which spoke so feelingly and eloquently of the all-pervading 
grief at his departure. Thus, as it naturally connected itself 
with our record of donations and with the general subject of 
accessions to the Library through the interest felt by indi- 
viduals in its enlargement, we have discharged what has 
clearly appeared to us to be a duty to a departed benefactor, 
and presented to you the first item of the necrology of the 
year. | 

There is another claim to our notice under this saddening 
department of our annual communication. 
_ Tuomas Manpett, although less prominent in public life, 
and less intimately connected with the Free Public Library 
than our friend of whom we have spoken, has unquestionable 
claims to a notice in this communication to the City Council 
of New Bedford. 

Length of years and an honorable life were his. For half 
a century he was identified, to an extent hardly reached by 
any other, with the business operations of our city and with 
the management of our monied institutions. His career as 
a merchant, and as a prominent manager of incorporated 
associations and extensive trusts, was marked, not only by 
that success which gives evidence of varied talents, unceas- 
ing devotion, and unremitting toil, but by that unquestion- 
ing confidence on the part of those with whom, and for 
whom he labored, which gave him an influence whose 
authority few were disposed to question, and which made it 
manifest to all that the springs of character and action were 
deeply seated in the principles of Christian faith and obliga- 
tion. f 

* See Appendix. 

{ See Appendix for a further notice of Thomas Mandell. 
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_ The extent of the obligation of the Free Public Library of 
New Bedford to the industry, the talents and integrity of 
Thomas Mandell can never be known. When our thoughts 
gratefully rest upon the memory of her whose munificent 
benefaction has so greatly enlarged its means and opened so 
bright a prospect for its future, we find ourselves associating 
the names of Thomas Mandell and Thomas D. Eliot in the 
gratifying anticipations. 

We think of him whose legal ability, cultivated mind 
and comprehensive understanding, aided our benefactress in 
her wishes to devote a part of her princely fortune to the 
welfare and enlightenment of the people of her native city ; 
and of him, the sagacious, upright and intelligent merchant, 
to whom she entrusted the care of her rapidly increasing 
wealth, while living, and of its distribution after her death ; 
and we find the names of both of these departed citizens 
associated with hers in grateful recognition of the bounty 
that has blessed our institution and our city. 


We have received from Abram E. Currer, of Charles-~ 
town, one of the most beautiful volumes ever printed in this 
country. It contains the works of our first New England 
poetess, Anne Bradstreet. It must have been a labor of 
love for this enlightened gentleman to reproduce the writings 
of this puritan poet in so costly and beautiful a form. We 
embrace this opportunity again to thank our Charlestown 
friend for his most acceptable donation. 


In this connection we would publicly recognize the great 
obligation we are under to the Hon. Wit11Am J. Rorcn, for 
his gift of about three hundred and jifty volumes of books 
mostly written by members of the Society of Friends. 
They are rare and valuable, and supply a want which we have 
long felt, and which we have found it difficult to supply. 


Docror Winuiam A. Gorpon has our thanks for a dona- 
tion of books, valuable in itself, and which we shall hold in 
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high regard, both for the sake of the donor, and because 
there is found upon them the name of a departed citizen 
whose memory will ever be dear to the people of our city. 
There can be no more fitting place for books bearing upon 
them the name of John Mason Williams than the New Bed- 
ford Free Public Library. 

We feel greatly indebted to a number of gentlemen* of 
our city, for a faithful and beautifully executed portrait of 
our friend and benefactor the late James ArnoLD. This is 
a cherished and highly valuable addition to the limited 
Picture Gallery of the Free Public Library. We set great 
store by the portraits, both of the living and the dead, which 
are now found upon our walls, and it is an interesting and 
gratifying fact that we are indebted for them all to the 
liberality of the friends of the institution. We have long 
cherished the hope, that in some future time, and that one 
not. very far distant, a gallery of pictures, gathered through 
the enlightened munificence of the friends of art in our 
city, would be connected with our Public Library. The 
teachings of true art purify the taste, chasten and elevate 
the imagination, and give wealth and power of expression to 
the understanding, and afford to those who can have access 
to the works of genius, a pleasure that can never be exhausted 
and that never leaves a sting behind. 


INCREASE OF ACCOMMODATIONS. 


In the last Report of the Trustees mention was made of 
the enlarged space obtained for the purposes of the Library 
by finishing a room in the attic of the Library Building. 
As this was intended and can only be used for a certain class 
of publications, valuable for the purposes of consultation, 
but examined, comparatively, but seldom, it has given us no 
relief with regard to the arrangement of the more important 
accessions to the Library. 

* See Appendix. 
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The last Report also called attention to the fact, that the 
room belonging to the Library, but which was then occupied 
by the Superintendent of the Water Works, was greatly 
needed for the purposes to which it was originally desig- 
nated. This room is still occupied in the same manner. It 
was greatly needed then, it is much more needed by the 
Library now, and publications, in number sufficient to fill it, 
when it shall be vacated, repaired and arranged, are waiting 
its restoration to the use and control of the Trustees of the 
institution. 


INCREASE OF THE NUMBER OF TRUSTEES. 


The present board of managers are unanimously of the 
opinion, that the interests of the Library would be promoted 
by an increase in the number of Trustees. When, nineteen 
years ago, the City Council passed the ordinance which 
gave the institution its existence, few of those then active in 
the work anticipated its rapid growth and present elevated 
and important position. Sustained by liberal appropriations 
from the Council, it has, under the management of those 
who have regarded its growth and prosperity as objects that 
called for their highest and most devoted efforts, attained a 
place in our community, a rank upon the list of the book 
collections of the country, and a position in the estimation of 
the lovers and promoters of literature and knowledge, grati- 
fying to every citizen of New Bedford; and demanding of 
all, who are or may be connected with its guardianship or 
management, a continuation of the same zeal, wisdom and 
liberality which have been followed by such important and 
gratifying results. The Library now occupies a position 
which, while it bears witness to the liberality and wisdom of 
the past, justifies and encourages increased zeal and devoted- 
ness for the future. Our truest and most richly endowed 
minds may well feel a high degree of satisfaction that the 
city of New Bedford has such a possession; and with the 
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large increase of means which will soon be placed et the dis- 
posal of its managers, our truest and most richly endowed 
minds can have few employments more worthy of: their 
attention than the guidance of the future of our flourishing 
Free Public Library. 


TRUST FUNDS. 


In accordance with the regulations established by the City 
Council, we proceed to place before you our Annual State- 
ment in relation to the several Trust Funds, whose income is 
expended by the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JUNIOR, FUND. 





The amount of this fund is $1,600.00 
Balance of income from last statement, $293.82 
Income to July 1, 1870, 48.00 341.82 
There have been purchases of books made during the year, 

and entered to this account to the amount of 343.34 
Amount expended over income credited, $1.52 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


The amount of this fund is $1,000.00 
Balance of income as per last statement, ; 176.85 

Income to July 1, 1870, 30.00 206.85 

Expenditures. 

Paid for sundry books, 46.20 

Paid for Painting by William A. Wall, 100.00 

Paid for Frame for ditto, 35.00. 

Paid for Frame for the “ Dartmouth Address,” 26.00 207.20 
Expended over income credited, | $0.35 


HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY FUND. 





Balance of this account as per Jast statement, $54.53 
Amount of books purchased for this account, 52.98 
$1.55 


CHARLES CONGDON FUND. 


Balance of this account as per last statement, $10.00 
Paid for “ Annals of Long Island Historical Society,” 10.00 
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With regard to the last two named trust funds, no further 
care on our part will be required. Our former reports have 
shown in what way two small sums of money came into 
our hands which have been designated as the Horticultural 
Society Fund, and the Charles Congdon Fund, and these 
reports have also shown, that from time to time expen- 
ditures have been made on account of them. The money 
was paid into the treasury of the city, but bore no interest. 
The whole amount of both is now expended, and the accounts 
closed. Every book purchased from these funds is so 
entered upon our list of accessions, and each volume con- 
tains a conspicuous notice of the source from whence it is 
derived. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


GrorGe B. Ricumonp, 

J. WincatTe Frost, 

CHarLes M. Pierce, Jr., Trustees 
GEORGE How.anp, Jr., Free Public Library. 
WaRREN Lapp, 

JAMES B. Conepon, 


New Beprorp, December, 31, 1870. 
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HON. THOMAS DAWES ELIOT. 


[From the New Bedford Daily Mercury, June 15th, 1870.] 


THomas Dawes Extor died at his residence in this city, yesterday after- 
noon, after a protracted and lingering illness from an insidious and incurable 
malady, a malignant tumor within the abdomen. On leaving Congress at 
the close of his term of service in March, 1869, he suffered from his exhaus- 
tive labors in that body, and his friends missed the vigor and freshness of 
health which had always distinguished him. But it was hoped by himself 
and others that rest was all he required, and that this, enjoyed here at home, 
would soon restore his wasted energy. In this all were sadly disappointed. 
He daily grew weaker, until in March last he sought relief by a visit to 
Savannah, but without any benefit from the change, and after about a month’s 
sojourn there he returned, and gradually sank to his final rest. 

_ Mr. Eliot was born in Boston, March 20th, 1808, the eldest son of the late 
William G. Eliot and Margaret Dawes, who survives to mourn the loss of 
her first born son. His parents removing to Washington, Mr. Elivt was edu- 
cated in that city, graduating at Columbia College, and commencing his law 
studies in the office of the late Judge Cranch. He soon removed to this city, 
and completed his studies with ex-Judge Warren, was admitted to the bar in 
this County, continuing in the active practice of his profession, which he ar- 
dently loved, until a short time previous to his death. He represented our 
city, while yet.a young man, in the lower branch of the Legislature, and in 
1846 was a member of the State Senate. In 1854 he was elected to the 33d 
Congress, to fill the unexpired term of Hon. Zeno Scudder, and was re- 
elected to the 36th, 37th, 38th, 39th and 40th Congresses. 

As a lawyer, Mr. Eliot early took, and to the last maintained, a most ‘hon 
orable position at the bar. Of great industry, close application, and’ con- 
scientious fidelity to the interests of his clients, he never lost the confidence 
of any who employed him. In public life, and particularly as a member of 
Congress during the rebellion, he won his highest honors; and then, less by’ 
any brilliant displays upon the floor of the House, than by his unswerving : 


20 CITY DOCUMENT No. 7. February, 


devotion to principle, his unselfish patriotism and his noble advocacy of 
human rigbts. He had none of the arts of the mere politician; he despised 
them. What is right, not what is expedient, was his enquiry. He wae 
among those who at one time were decried as “Conscience Whigs;” but tohim . 
the term “Conscience Whig” was an honor. For conscience, an enlightened 
conscience, was his guide; and pursuing in his public as in his private life, 
that guide, he won a place in the warmest regards of his constituents and 
the respect of all who knew him. 

No man in Congress enjoyed to a greater degree the esteem of his fellows; 
and no Representative ever better upheld the honor and sustained the char- 
acter of our State. Gladly would the District have returned him again to 
Congress; but he loved his profession.better than political life. We well know 
that, twice at least, he accepted a nomination at the sacriftce of his cherished 
wish to retire to his practice and to the enjoyment of his delightful home. 

Mr. Eliot was good man, pure minded, kind hearted, of sterling integrity, 
and of a most catholic spirit. In our unreserved intercourse with bim, we 
ean recall no instance in which he indulged in any unkind, uncharitable or 
disparaging remarks about even those who had maligned him. He spoke no 
ill of his neighbor, but evinced a spirit of charity as beautiful as it is rare. 

He was a deeply religious man, always ready with good words, and as 
_ ready with good works. Of his labors in the Sunday School of the Unitarian 
Church, where for years he was Superintendent, many of our readers have 
grateful recollections. His heart was in the work, and he deeply reoretted the 
the necessity of its relinquishment. Thousands will call to mind his invalua- 
ble services as President of the Unitarian Association, his admirable tact in 
the Chair, his hearty zeal and enthusiasm, and his earnest and successful ex- 
ertions for fraternal union. He was a generous man, prompt to give to every 
good object, and foremost in his contributions of money or of labor to sustain 
all benevolent enterprises. Better than any triumph at the bar, or the 
highest honors won in political life, is the simple record of his unselfish, 
christian life. He rests from his labors, and his works do follow him. 


[From the New Bedford Daily Mercury, June 17th, 1870.] 

The New Bedford Daily Mercury of the above date, under 
its head of Superior Court proceedings for June 16th, 
remarks that the Hon. George Marston rose and stated to 
the Court that he was deputed by the bar of the County, to 
make formal announcement of the death of Hon. Thomas D. 
Eliot, one of the oldest members of the bar, and to present 
the resolutions adopted by them, with the request that they 
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be placed upon the records of the Court. After proper 
reference to the professional standing and character of the 
deceased, Mr. Marston read the resolutions, as follows : 


4 The members of the bar of Bristol County, having heard with sincere 
sorrow, of the decease of Hon. Thomas D. Eliot, who, for forty years, occu- 
pied a prominent position as one of their members, have, in view of this sad 
event, 

Resolved, That the career of Mr. Eliot at the bar was highly honorable 
to him, and affords an example worthy of imitation by all who would seek to 
attain success and distinction in the profession of the law; that his caution 
and prudence as a counsellor; his industry, patience and thoroughness in the 
preparation of causes; his energy and zeal as an advocate ; his fidelity and 
watchfulness in the protection of all the interests entrusted to his care; his 
earnest and unabated attachment to his calling and his love for its pursuit ; 
his application of the discipline and learning acquired in professional expe- 
rience to shaping legislation in the councils of the nation; his steadfast adhe- 
sion to the fundamental principles of right and justice, which lie at the basis 
of the common law ; his cheerful return from distinguished duty in public ser- 
vice to the forum of his early life, and to his familiar labors among those he 
served for many years; his unvarying courtesy of manner and kindness of 
disposition ; and his unspotted private life, combined to commend him to our 
respect and affection and will keep his memory green for years to come. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be presented to the Superior Court now 
in session, with a respectful request that they be entered upon the records, 
and that a copy be communicated to the family of our departed brother.” 


Charles W. Clifford, Esq., then read the following commu- 
nication to the Court, from Hon. E. H. Bennett, of Taun- 
ton, adding in fitting words his testimony to the unvarying 
kindness and consideration shown by the deceased to the 
younger members of the bar. 


May it please your Honor : 


An important duty in another County prevents my personal presence here 
to-day ; but I cannot forbear to express in another mode my sympathy with 
my brethren of the bar at this, the latest loss of one of their most prominent 
members. When I came to the bar in 1848, Mr. Eliot was at the height of his 
large and successful practice. Very few causes of much importance were 


then tried at either end of the County in which he was not actively engaged. 
BZ 
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Too distant from him in locality, years or professional standing, ever to fur- 
nish the slightest opportunity or occasion for any feeling of rivalry between 
us, | was yet so often in contact and collision with him, as to enable me to 
appreciate and bear witness to his talents, his industry, his earnest devotion 
to the cause of his clients, his remarkable fairness and courtesy towards his 
opponents, and the great confidence which the Court, juries, and all parties 
seemed to repose in his integrity, candor and love of justice. To me he was 
always kind and courteous, both personally and professionally, and I never 
remember an instance, in which amid the sharpest encounter of a jury trial 
he ever said or did a single thing which could wound the most sensitive feel- 
ing or leave a sting behind. 

Iremember one instance in which his desire for simple justice, though 
against his client, was strongly marked. I was trying a case against him, in 
which I was seeking to break up an alleged fraudulent conveyance, which 
his client was thought to have made. As the evidence kept pouring in to 
show the fraud, his efforts gradually slackened, and finally when one witness- 
testified directly to the defendant’s admission of the fraudulent purpose he 
had in making the conveyance, Mr. Eliot suddenly threw down his pen in 
disgust, left the case, and took his seat at the other side of the bar. 

And now that he has gone, it certainly becomes us to meet and express 
our appreciation of his merits, his standing at the bar, his labors and devotion 
to the cause of right and justice, both in his own profession and in the councils 
of the nation. And as the circle of those in active practice, when I first 
came to this County, gradually but steadily narrows, I can but be reminded 
how few now remain, and that soon my summons may come to join 


“The innumerable caravan, that moves 
To that mysterious realm, where each’shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death.” 


The loss of Mr. Eliot and Mr. Stone reminds us all that the elder and the 
younger are both equally liable to be taken from us, and that we all “await 
alike the inevitable hour,” and that the “paths of glory lead but to the 
grave.” 


Brief addresses were then made by Hon. E. L. Barney, 
Judge Borden, William H. Johnson and Daniel Ricketson, 
Esqs., and Hon. John H. Clifford. To repeat them would be 
almost like parading the expressions of private grief. They 
were the unstudied, unpremeditated, spontaneous testimo- 
nials of professional brethren and personal friends, to’ the 
excellent character of the deceased; hearty endorsements of 
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the just sentiments of the resolutions. The tributes paid to 
Mr. Eliot’s professional integrity, his fidelity to the Court 
and the cause of justice, as well as to his clients, the noble 
generosity which so distinguished him, his unselfish and per- 
sistent labors for the oppressed and enslaved, his goodness 
of heart, and his purity of life, were all earnest, and some 
of them touching and beautiful. It was no empty, formal 
honor that was paid; buta willing, impulsive homage to 
genuine worth. The remarks of Mr. Clifford, who com- 
menced practice about the same time with Mr. Eliot, who 
for some years was his room-mate, and who, in the good old 
days when attendance at Court meant a residence of a week 
or two at the shire-town, was always his companion upon 
the circuit, were very impressive. He characterized the life 
of Mr. Eliot, as one of honorable repute, and claimed that 
his highest glory was his goodness. 

At the close of Mr. Clifford’s address, Judge Putnam 
spoke as follows : 


Gentlemen of the Bar of Bristol: 


The resolutions of respect to the late Thomas D. Eliot, a member of this 
bar, which have just been presented to me by one of your members, awaken 
in my own mind feelings of the deepest sensibility, and in behalf of the Supe- 
rior Court, which I have the honor to represent on this occasion, I tender you 
my sincerest sympathy, in the loss which you have sustained. 

The character and reputation of Mr. Eliot belong, however, not alone to the 
County of Bristol ; and I may be permitted, I ain sure, on this occasion to bear 
testimony to the profound respect and esteem which were entertained for 
him by members of the bar of other Counties, as well as by the judiciary of the 
whole Commonwealth. It is eminently fitting that the death of such a man 
should make us pause for a moment in the heated conflict of professional 
strife, for in the face of a reality like this which now confronts us, how shadowy 
and unreal seem all the prizes for which we struggle. 

Of the character of Mr. Eliot as a politician, it does not become me here 
and now to speak. He served in Congress from this District during a most 
exciting period in the history of our country, and [I have supposed to the 
general acceptance of those he represented. But I have always thought that, 
however well fitted he was for public life, his heart was rather in his profes- 
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sion, and we meet here now rather to render to him our tribute of professional 
respect. Of his merits and success as alawyer we may speak, for they be- 
long peculiarly to us. The public at large, as it seems to me, never fully ap- 
preciate or understand why we give so high rank among men, in our estima- 
tion, to the great and learned lawyer. To them, the fame of a successful 
lawyer seems but fleeting and evanescent. I refer not, of course, to the 
reputation which a lawyer may acquire as a politician or a statesman, but of 
the fame which he acquires merely asa lawyer. Unworthy members of our 
profession have sometimes led the public to misunderstand us, and to suppose 
that with us inere trickery and effrontery ensure professional success. Using 
success in its loose sense, they may do so temporarily at least, but a success 
which achieves a name, a reputation, and an affectionate memory in the 
hearts of those whom we leave behind us, they never can. 

The law, rightfully understood, is but a part of that universal system of 
order which pervades all nature and binds the universe to the throne of the 
Eternal. Hooker has well said of it that “its seat is the bosom of God.” 
He, then, who would achieve success in rightfully administering it, must 
possess many and varied talents, an innate sense of justice, and high moral as 
well as intellectual qualifications. Well, then, may we rank high among the 
benefactors of our race, the truly great and successful lawyer. 

From what I have known of the character and life of Mr. Eliot, asa lawyer, 
and what your resolutions contain, which, I must assume, express the care- 
fully considered opinions of those who best knew him, it seems to me that he 
must have possessed, in an eminent degree, the qualifications to which I have 
referred as essential to true success, and that we may well, to-day, enshrine 
him in our hearts and memories. 

To the spirit of your resolutions I yield my hearty accord. 

An earnest, laborious, faithful and conscientious lawyer, a scholarly, sociable 
and companionable man, a warm and true-hearted friend, an active and de- 
voted Christian, — what higher praise can we award to him. 

I yield most willingly, gentlemen, to your wishes, and order your resolutions 
to be recorded at length on the records of this Court, and shall direct an ad- 
journment of the Court to enable us all to attend the funeral of our deceased 
brother. 


THOMAS MANDELL. 


[From the New Bedford Daily Mercury of Monday, Feb. 14th, 1870.] 


Mr. Tuomas MANDELL died at his residence in this city, at 3 o’clock 
~ yesterday morning, after a comparatively brief illness. He was born in Fair- 
haven, then a part of the town of New Bedford, August 9th, 1792; was for a 
time a clerk ina store at the Head-of-the-River ; and before reaching his 
majority, commenced business here as partner with the late Caleb Congdon. 
Soon after, he took the entire management of a mechanics’ store, developing 
there the business traits which attracted the notice of the firm of Isaac How- 
land, Jr., & Co., and induced them to offer him an interest in their house. 
He became a member of that firm in 1819; and it is exact justice to say, 
that to him more than to any other partner is due the high credit which the 
house for half a century maintained, and the colossal fortunes it built up. 
The late Edward Mott Robinson entered the firm about 18338, which soon 
after consisted of that gentleman, Mr. Mandell and the late Sylvia Ann 
Howland. The new partner brought to the firm an eagerness and boldness 
in enterprise, which greatly extended its operations, but which never disre- 
garded the sound judgment of Mr. Mandell; and the two, although widely 
differing in almost everything else, perfectly agreed in their notions of mer- 
-eantile integrity, and each entertained the highest regard for the honor of 
the other. Besides his responsibility as a partner, Mr. Mandell, for more 
than a quarter of a century, had the entire care and management of the estate 
of the late Sylvia Ann Howland; and her appointment of him as sole exec- 
utor of her will was a just recognition of his integrity, while her bequest to 
him of two hundred thousand dollars was nothing more than a fair remunera- 
tion for the valuable service he had rendered. 

Mr. Mandell was many years ago one of the Selectmen of New Bedford, and 
was the first to commence the keeping of the records by the Board ; but with 
this exception he held no public office.* He sought no such honors; but he 
was never without proofs of the confidence reposed in his probity and discre~ 
tion, as the responsible positions he held in various corporations showed. He 
was not a great man; but he was better than that,—a good man. A merchant 


*Mr. Mandell was a few years in public life as a Representative to the General Court 
from the town of New Bedford, He was elected for seven consecutive years, from 1830 
to 1836 inclusive, J. B.C, 
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of the old school, he knew no road to success but that of upright and honor- 
able dealing. Modest and unobtrusive, no man was ever more tenacious of 
an opinion, when satisfied of its correctness. His name here was the syno- 
nym of rectitude. : 

He was a benevolent man. He was the almoner of his own bounty, & 
bounty which did not break out, at long intervals, in noisy and startling dis- 
plays of beneficence, but flowed quietly, steadily, refreshingly. We need not 
speak of the objects of his charity, or the extent of his benefactions. He 
never spoke of them, and shrunk from any mention of them by others. He 
may be forgotten as the honorable and successful merchant; but his memory 
will live in the hearts of those, who have been sustained and cheered by his _ 
unostentatious and gentle charities. _ 

Mr. Mandell’s death is the fourth among the legatees under the Howland 
will, which the recent withdrawal of the suit of the heir-at-law left him free 
to execute, and the execution of which he hoped to be able to accomplish. 
His perfect system, however, will make the work he left, easy of completion. 


[From the New Bedford Mercury, Saturday, February 19th, 1870. } 
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THOMAS MANDELL. 
Fes. 14, 1870. 


Few are the words which in the morn’s gazette, 
Tell us of thee, thou noble-hearted man ;— 
The birth, the death,—of life the general plan ¢ 

Allegiance life-long to the right; and yet 

There is close mingled with the deep regret, 
That from our darkened, erring world has fled 
The light that never dazzled or misled, 

In which with winning potency there met 

A soul’s stern fealty to truth and God, 

And manners gentle as the evening’s close,. 
Another phase of feeling ;—death’s repose 

Has hushed to them who nearest thee have trod 

Life’s pathway, many a gentle utterance sweet, 

Fresh from the fount where song and music meet. 


PORTRAIT OF THE LATE JAMES ARNOLD. 


[Extract from the records of the Trustees of the Free Public Library.] 


Meetine or Trustexrs, July 2nd, 1870. 


A portrait of our deceased friend and benefactor, JAMES 
ARNOLD, painted by William Allen Wall, was placed in our 
Library to-day. It is the gift of the gentlemen whose names 
follow : 

Joseph Grinnell, George O. Crocker, Matthew Howland, 
S. Griffitts Morgan, Joseph C. Delano, George Howland, Jr., 
Edward C. Jones, David R. Green, Henry T. Wood, Edward 
D. Mandell, Oliver Prescott, Caleb Anthony. 


Voted, That the Trustees of the Free Public Library feel under great 
obligations to the gentlemen whose generous contributions have purchased 
_ and presented to our institution, this faithful and artistic portrait of our late 
fellow citizen, James Arnold, and that the clerk be directed to convey to 
each of them a proper acknowledgment. 
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